


EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS & SERVICES

Title I Preschool

What is the program/service? [endnoteRef:2] [2:  Every Student Succeeds Act, Public Law 114-95- December, 10, 2015.] 

Title I, Part A is a funding stream under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) intended to help ensure that all children have the opportunity to receive a fair, equitable, and high-quality education, and to close educational achievement gaps. Title I funds may be used for a variety of services, including to establish or enhance preschool programs for eligible children. Title I preschool programs are to comply with the Head Start Performance Standards for educational services. They may provide comprehensive services for children enrolled, such as health, nutrition, hearing and vision screening, mental health, and family support services. Also, Title I programs are to coordinate with other local early childhood education programs and support transitions to elementary school.

Who benefits?
Intended beneficiaries- Title I funds are distributed to local education agencies (LEAs) and schools with high percentages of children from low-income families.
Age Eligibility- Title I preschool may serve children from birth to the age at which the school district provides free elementary education. In MS, Title I preschool usually serves four-year-olds, until they are eligible for kindergarten.
Eligibility and Selection Criteria-[endnoteRef:3] Eligibility is partly based on whether a program is a schoolwide, districtwide, or a targeted assistance program. If at least 40% of the families in the area are low-income (or the school receives a waiver), a schoolwide Title I program may be implemented to serve all students within the attendance area. If a Title I school or district cannot serve all students or if it is a targeted assistance program, it must establish multiple, educationally related, objective criteria, to identify the children who are most at risk of failing to meet academic standards, such as: [3:  Every Student Succeeds Act, Public Law 114-95- December, 10, 2015; 
US Department of Education, Non-Regulatory Guidance Early Learning in the Every Student Succeeds Act, 2016, retrieved from https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essaelguidance10202016.pdf on February, 2022.] 

· Developmentally appropriate measures of child development, 
· English language learners, 
· Children receiving special education services.
Family income can be considered, though children should not be identified as eligible solely based on family income.
Some children are automatically eligible, including children who:
· Participated in a Head Start or a Title I preschool program during the prior two years, 
· Are experiencing homelessness, 
· Received services under Title I, Part C (migrant education) in the prior 2 years, and 
· Are in a local institution or attending a community day program for neglected or delinquent children. 
Children served in MS-[endnoteRef:4] 4,796 students were enrolled in 2020-2021 (70 3 year-olds and 4,726 4 year-olds) [4:  Mississippi Department of Education provided this data on January 13, 2022.] 

· 2589 / 54% Black, Non-Hispanic 
· 1768 / 36.9% White, Non-Hispanic 
· 197 / 4% Hispanic, Any race
· 185 / 3.9% Two or more races  
· 11 / .22% American Indian 
· (Too low to be reported) Asian
· (Too low to be reported) Pacific Islander
5,676 students were served in 2019-2020. Enrollment declined during the COVID-19 pandemic, consistent with national trends. 
% of Eligible Children Served- Approximately 12.7% of all 37,159 4 year olds in MS are served in Title I preschool programs.[endnoteRef:5] Approximately, 66,000 children in poverty under the age of 6 in MS could benefit from a Title I preschool program.[endnoteRef:6] [5:  Kids Count, 2020…]  [6:  Kids Count,…] 


How much funding is there?
$19,213,243 in federal funds were used for Title I preschool programs in MS in 2020-2021.[endnoteRef:7]  [7:  Mississippi Department of Education provided this data on January 13, 2022.] 


Title I funding is flexible and may be used for a wide range of program expenses including operations, family engagement, professional development, quality improvement, and investments in technology. Title I funds may also be used to expand or enhance existing early learning programs such as Head Start or child care programs.

Who are the providers?
Provider Type(s)- Local Education Agencies or public school districts receive and control how Title I funds are used. A Title I preschool program may be provided in a school building or other privately-owned setting. In MS, all Title I preschool classrooms are in schools.
Number of Providers in MS- 173 schools in 72 school districts.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Mississippi Department of Education provided this data on January 13, 2022.] 

Staff Qualification Requirements
Title I requires that all teachers and paraprofessionals working in programs supported with Title I funds meet the applicable State certification and licensure requirements, including any for certification through alternative routes.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Every Student Succeeds Act, Public Law 114-95- December, 10, 2015.] 

· Teachers- In MS, the minimum requirements include a bachelor’s degree with training or coursework in early childhood. By August 1, 2022, 50% of teachers must also have a relevant MS teaching license; by August 1, 2024, this must be 100%. See here for more information.
· Assistant Teachers- In MS, the minimum requirements include a high school diploma or GED and WorkKeys® certification or an Associate’s degree with training or coursework in early childhood. See here for more information.
Note: The following section on infrastructure supports will not be included in the final program profile but instead will appear in the accompanying analysis report. 


What infrastructure is supporting the program?
Workforce Development and Quality Improvement Supports:
· Quality Standards and Guidance-
· Federal 
· Non-Regulatory Guidance: Early Learning in the Every Student Succeeds Act
· Head Start Program Performance Standards
· Head Start Early Learning and Knowledge Center
· State 
· Title I Pre-K Classrooms: A Step -By-Step Guide to Starting a Pre-K Classroom
· Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Classrooms serving Three- and Four-Year-Old Children
· Other
· How to Start a Title I Funded Pre-K Program- a toolkit from Mississippi First
· Professional Development Requirements- ESSA does not specify professional development requirements for Title I funded staff, however, Title I funds may be used to support professional development for teachers and administrators and for training and/or for job-embedded professional learning such as coaching.
· MDE guidance states that both teachers and assistant teachers must participate in at least 15 clock hours of training related to early childhood each year.[endnoteRef:10]  [10:  Mississippi Department of Education, Title I Pre-K Classrooms – A Step-By-Step Guide To Starting a Pre-K Classroom, retrieved from https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OFP/Titles/Title%20I%20A/PreK/title-i-pre-k-classroom-start-guide.pdf on February, 2022.] 

· Training and Technical Assistance- ESSA requires State Education Agencies to provide assistance to LEAs and schools choosing to use Title I funds to support early childhood education programs. MDE provides on-site technical assistance to schools as requested, as well as access to numerous trainings and written resource guides. 

Monitoring & Accountability:
LEA’s must provide an assurance that Title I funded preschool programs comply with the Head Start education performance standards.[endnoteRef:11] In MS, at the beginning of each year, superintendents submit to MDE an assurances form that they sign agreeing to meet all of the early learning guideline requirements during the school year. MDE monitors Title I funded preschool classrooms if an audit is launched, or if there is a need to visit because of any concern.  MDE conducts CLASS observations if the school requests them.  [11:  Every Student Succeeds Act, Public Law 114-95- December, 10, 2015.] 


Data & Data Systems:
LEAs collect and report the following data to the MSIS system to be shared with MDE:
· Demographic information about enrolled students including race/ethnicity, gender, age (not home language/ELL status, family income/low income status)
· Teacher demographics race/ethnicity, gender, age (not home language)
· Teacher certification
Child assessment scores (Brigance, K readiness assessment) are reported to MDE separately.




