


EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS & SERVICES

Early Learning Collaboratives

What is the program/service?
Early Learning Collaboratives (ELC) provide voluntary half or full day preschool programming, with curriculum and assessment aligned to comprehensive early learning standards. ELCs also provide family engagement opportunities, screenings and/or referrals for vision, hearing and other health issues.  As a partnership of multiple preschool providers, they support the local coordination of preschool programming. 

Who benefits?
Intended Beneficiaries- Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) should award funds based on a community's commitment, capacity, and need, and to determine need, MDE shall consider low academic achievement within the school district and the number and percentage of students without quality pre-k options.[endnoteRef:2]  [2:  MS Legislature, Early Learning Collaborative Act, Update House Bill No. 1123, 2021.] 

Age Eligibility- ELCs serve children who are not yet in kindergarten but are four years of age on or before September 1 of a school year.  
Eligibility and Selection Criteria- There are no eligibility requirements for students or families set by the state for the ELCs. Programs that are part of the ELC follow the eligibility and selection criteria that are applicable to their program type, i.e. Head Start, Title I preschool, and Child Care Payment Program. 
Funded Slots-[endnoteRef:3] 3,220 for the 2021-2022 school year. An additional 2,890 slots were funded to be served in the 2022-2023 school year, which will bring the total to 6,110. [3:  Mississippi Department of Education provided this data on January 13, 2022.] 

Children Served in MS-[endnoteRef:4] 2,801 children were enrolled in the school year 2021-2022.  [4:  Mississippi Department of Education provided this data on January 13, 2022.] 

Race/Ethnicity
· Black, Non-Hispanic —56%
· White, Non-Hispanic—37%
· Hispanic, Any Race—3%
· Two or more races—2%
· Asian—1% 
· American Indian-- <1%
· Pacific Islander-- <1%
Home Language
· English—97%
· Other than English—3%
IEP Status of Children Served—8% of children served are special needs
3,090 were enrolled in school year 2019-2020. Enrollment declined during the COVID-19 pandemic, consistent with national trends.
% of Eligible Children served- approximately 16% of all four year olds can be served in ELCs in 2022-2023.

How much funding is there?
In the school year 2021-2022 there was $16,000,000 in total funds, including $8,000,000 in state funding and $8,000,000 in local funding. 
A 1:1 match is required. The local match may include local tax dollars, federal dollars as allowed (e.g. Head Start, Title I), parent tuition, philanthropic contributions, or in-kind donations of facilities, equipment and services required as part of the program such as food service or health screenings.
Funds may be used for staffing, educational materials and equipment, child assessment, professional development, administering, implementing, monitoring and evaluating the programs.

Who are the providers?
Provider Type(s)- ELCs are partnerships comprised of:
· a public school district
· a local Head Start affiliate, if in existence 
· private or parochial schools
· licensed child care centers. 
ELCs may include organizations that work with young children and their families to provide resources and coordination, even if they are not prekindergarten providers. Each ELC has a lead partner, which is the public school district or other nonprofit with the expertise and capacity to manage the program.
Number of providers- 18 ELCs provide preschool services at 98 sites.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Mississippi Department of Education provided this data on January 13, 2022.] 

Staff Qualification Requirements-[endnoteRef:6] [6:  MS Department of Education, Early Learning Collaborative Teachers and Assistant Teacher Requirements, retrieved from https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/early_learning_collaborative_teacher_and_assistant_teacher_requirements_4-22-21.pdf on March 30, 2022.] 

· Teachers- the minimum requirements include a Bachelor’s degree and relevant course work. A relevant MS teaching license will be a requirement by August 1, 2024 for all public school teachers. See here for more information.
· Assistant Teachers- the minimum requirements include an Associate’s degree. See here for more information.
Staff Characteristics-[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Mississippi Department of Education provided this data on January 13, 2022.] 

82% of teachers hold a Bachelor’s degree, 16% hold a Master’s degree, 1% hold a specialist degree, and 1% have a Ph.D.
Data on the race/ethnicity of the ELC workforce is not available.

Note: The following section on infrastructure supports will not be included in the final program profile but instead will appear in the accompanying analysis report. 


What infrastructure is supporting the program?
Workforce Development and Quality Improvement Supports:
· Quality standards and guidance- 
· The Early Learning Collaborative Act (and Update HS 1123) specifies the program criteria or minimum quality standards for the program. 
· Mississippi Early Learning Guidelines for Classrooms serving Three- and Four-Year-Old Children
· Mississippi Early Learning Standards for Classrooms Serving Infants Through Four-Year-Old Children
· Definitions of School Readiness and a High Quality Early Childhood Program
· How to Start a State-Funded Collaborative Pre-K Program- a toolkit from Mississippi First
· Professional development requirements-[endnoteRef:8]  [8:  MS Legislature, Early Learning Collaborative Act, Update House Bill No. 1123, 2021. ] 

· At least 15 hours of annual professional development for instructional staff, including in early literacy 
· Individualized professional development plans
· Classroom-embedded support on an as-needed basis.
· Training and Technical Assistance-
· ELC lead partners facilitate a professional learning community for the teachers in the program, and ensure that the collaborative adopts and implements curriculum and assessments that align with the comprehensive early learning standards.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  MS Legislature, Early Learning Collaborative Act, Update House Bill No. 1123, 2021.] 

· MDE provides technical assistance to ELCs to improve program quality, including classroom-embedded support for teachers and assistant teachers.
· 10 early childhood coaches support teaching staff in the ELCs.[endnoteRef:10]  [10:  Mississippi Department of Education provided this data on January 13, 2022.] 

· MDE offers training to publicly funded programs and professionals, including an Early Learning Specialized Boot Camp for teachers and teacher assistants who need to acquire twelve hours of approved early childhood coursework to teach in pre-k classrooms.  The MDE website provides free access to online courses and instructional videos, as well as 1-2 hour webinars on a wide variety of topics including social emotional support, early literacy, math, science, block play, developmental screening, family engagement during COVID-19, implicit bias, and diversity in the early learning classroom.
Monitoring & Accountability:
· MDE monitors the ELCs with a site visit at least annually to make sure they are following the requirements of the program, this includes reviewing administrative files and classroom requirements. The Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) tool is also used to monitor classroom quality with a focus on teacher-child interactions. 
· ELCs must also administer a state approved kindergarten readiness screening and meet a minimum rate of readiness in order to remain eligible for prekindergarten program funds.[endnoteRef:11] [11:  MS Legislature, Early Learning Collaborative Act, Update House Bill No. 1123, 2021.] 

Data & Data Systems:
· ELCs collect and report data to MDE regarding the # of students enrolled, students’ race/ethnicity, home language (English, other than English), special needs status, kindergarten readiness assessment scores in the beginning and the end of the year, comprehensive learning and development assessment scores at the beginning and end of the year using the Brigance tool, and CLASS quality assessments. MDE also collects data for the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) state Pre-K benchmarks.




