


EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS & SERVICES

Excel by 5

What is the program/service?
Excel By 5 provides coaching and support to community coalitions across the state that bring together parents, early childhood educators, health care providers and other private and public sector partners, connecting them with the available resources and services they need to ensure children lead healthy, strong lives. Communities are given access to Excel By 5 tools to help develop “child-friendly” communities. Coalitions conduct a collective resource assessment to identify resources in their communities, examine utilization, and evaluate access and awareness. Survey tools and community data are utilized to identify the needs of families as well as existing agency and community resources. Coalition volunteers work together to ensure that resources are more accessible and utilized community-wide.

Who benefits?[endnoteRef:2]  [2:  Excel by Five Annual Report 2021.] 

Number of direct project beneficiaries: 35,606
Number of indirect project beneficiaries: 7,997
Number of government institutions or non-profit organizations with enhanced capacity: 111

How much funding is there?
Excel by Five is currently funded by Chevron, Huntington Ingalls Industries, Mr. R. Stephen and Mrs. Debby Renfroe, The Walker Foundation, and The Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi. Communities and coalitions also raise their own funding through grants and donations.

Who are the providers? 
Excel by Five is staffed by an Executive Director and two community coaches and is currently working with 40 communities throughout the state of Mississippi. Coalition members vary by community but typically include:
· Businesses and industries
· Banks, Chambers and economic development agencies
· Libraries
· Health departments, hospitals, local governments, and government agencies
· Head Starts, child care centers, public schools, private schools, colleges and universities
· Churches and community service organizations
· Non-profits such as the NAACP, Roary Clubs, Junior Leagues and United Ways
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