


EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS & SERVICES

Early Childhood Special Education (Part B 619)
What is the program/service?
Through Part B Section 618 of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), children with disabilities ages three through five are afforded the right to a free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE). This program includes an affirmative duty to locate all children who may be eligible for services, conducting initial evaluations to determine their eligibility for services, creation of an individualized education program (IEP) defining the supports and services that are tailored to each child’s strengths and needs, and ultimately service delivery.[endnoteRef:2] The Mississippi Department of Education administers Part B 619 services. [2:  U.S. Department of Education. (2019, November 7). Section 1419. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statute-chapter-33/subchapter-ii/1419.  ] 

Beginning in 2018, the Mississippi Department of Education’s Offices of Special Education and Early Childhood also started a competitive grant for Mississippi school districts to create blended prekindergarten classrooms with children with disabilities learning in an inclusive environment alongside their non-disabled peers.[endnoteRef:3] Three cohorts of school districts received grant funding to invest in curriculum, professional development, classroom materials and other “start-up” costs for creating blended preschool classrooms with less than 40% children with disabilities. Participating classrooms were required to have a fully certified general education preschool teacher as well as a fully certified special education teacher or a dually certified special education/preschool teacher. Grant funds did not pay for teacher salaries so that school districts would have to plan to sustainably support the staffing of the blended preschool classrooms beyond the grant. This initiative resulted in 17 blended classrooms in 11 school districts where children with disabilities now have access to high-quality, inclusive preschool services.[endnoteRef:4] It is unclear if IDEA funding will continue to be set aside for these blended preschool grants beyond FY2022.   [3:  Mississippi Department of Education. (2019, February 2011). MDE Offers School Districts Grants for Blended Prekindergarten Programs. https://www.mdek12.org/ocgr/news/2019/2/11/MDE-Offers-School-Districts-Grants-for-Blended-Prekindergarten-Programs.  ]  [4:  Candice Taylor, personal communication, April 11, 2022. ] 

Who benefits?
A total of 3,914 children ages 3-5 were served in Early Childhood Special Education in Mississippi as of fall 2020.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  U.S. Department of Education. (2022, March 3). IDEA Section 618 Data Products: Static Tables. https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html] 

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) services are for children ages three through five with disabilities or developmental delays. Children’s eligibility for these services is determined through the following process:
· Referral: Anyone concerned about a child’s speech, learning, behavior, or development can refer a child to their local school district for ECSE services, or make a “Child Find request.”
· Convene Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET): The MET must convene within 14 days consisting of the child’s parents or guardians, qualified professionals who can administer assessments, and a general education teacher and/or care providers with direct knowledge of the child (e.g., Head Start teacher or private child care provider).  The MET must determine if the child needs an initial comprehensive evaluation. 
· Evaluation: Once the parent or guardian consents in writing to an evaluation, the MET has 60 days to complete it. The evaluation must assess the child in each area of development – physical, communication, adaptive, social-emotional, and cognitive.
· Eligibility Determination: To receive services, the evaluation must determine that the child meets the criteria for one of 12 categorical disabilities (autism, deaf-blind, emotional disability, hearing impairment, intellectual disability, language/speech impairment, multiple disabilities, other health impairment, orthopedic impairment, specific learning disability, traumatic brain injury, visually impaired) or have a developmental delay. A developmental delay is defined as 1.5 standard deviations below the mean of an assessment based on standard scores or a developmental age 25% below the child’s chronological age on an assessment based on age equivalents.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Special Education. Procedures for State Board Policy 74.19, Volume 1: Child Find, Evaluation and Eligibility. https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/vol-i-cf-eval-elig-final-volume-09-22-2015_20160708142156_277140.pdf. ] 

To estimate how many children may be eligible but are not being currently served in ECSE, it is helpful to consider the pre-pandemic 2019 national average of 6.88% of children ages three-five served in Part B 619 programs. If 6.88% of Mississippi’s three-to-five-year-olds were served in ECSE, approximately 7,650 children would receive services.[endnoteRef:7]  [7:  U.S. Department of Education. IDEA Section 618 Data Products: Static Tables.] 

How much funding is there?
For fiscal year 2022, Mississippi received $6,433,085 in federal IDEA Part B 619 and American Rescue Plan IDEA Part B 619 funding. No state funds are used for ECSE services.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Public Reporting, personal communication, March 11, 2022.] 

Who are the providers?
Part B 619 services are provided through local school districts – known as Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) in federal law. In fiscal year 2022, 141 school districts in Mississippi received IDEA Part B 619 and American Rescue Plan IDEA Part B 619 funding.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Ibid.] 

As of fall 2019, there were a total of 152 teachers employed to work with children ages 3 through 5 who are receiving special education under IDEA, Part B, as of fall 2019.[endnoteRef:10] Data on the race and ethnicity and compensation of the ECSE workforce was not available.[endnoteRef:11]  [10:  U.S. Department of Education. IDEA Section 618 Data Products: Static Tables.]  [11:  Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Public Reporting, personal communication, March 11, 2022.] 

For teachers working with young children in Early Childhood Special Education, there are two special subject educator license related to special education before Kindergarten.[endnoteRef:12] However, there is only pre-service university master’s program that prepares teachers to qualify for these licenses.[endnoteRef:13] The other option Early Childhood Special Education teachers have is to obtain a K-12 special education license (mild/moderate disabilities [221] or severe disabilities [222]), and then attend the Mississippi Department of Education’s Early Childhood Specialized Bootcamp Training. This includes a two-week intensive bootcamp in the summer and then two online courses that are taken over the course of the next school year. This allows special education teachers to obtain the twelve hours of approved early childhood coursework necessary to teach children who qualify for Part B 619 services in pre-k classrooms.[endnoteRef:14] [12:  Mississippi Department of Education. (2021, November). Guidelines for Mississippi Educator Licensure K-12. https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OA/OTL/Teacher%20Center/guidelines_for_mississippi_educator_licensure_k-12_november_2021.pdf. ]  [13:  Candice Taylor, personal communication, November 2, 2021.]  [14:  Mississippi Department of Education. (n.d.). Early Childhood Education Bootcamp. https://mdek12.org/EC/Early-Childhood-Education-Bootcamp. ] 
Note: The following section on infrastructure supports will not be included in the final program profile but instead will appear in the accompanying analysis report. 


What infrastructure is supporting the program?
Workforce Development & Quality Improvement Supports:
For Early Childhood Special Education teachers, those who hold a 211 (special education birth to kindergarten), 221 (mild/moderate disability), or 222 (severe disability) five-year educator license are required to obtain 5-10 continuing education units in content or a job/skill-related area or complete 3-6 semester hours to renew their license depending on their license class.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  Mississippi Department of Education. Guidelines for Mississippi Educator Licensure K-12.] 

State Board Policy 74.19 governs special education in Mississippi, including the provision of special education services to three-five-year-olds.[endnoteRef:16] Special education directors in school districts receive regular professional development and technical assistance from the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) on IDEA requirements, State Board Policy 74.19, service provision, program implementation, and protections for children with disabilities. MDE also employs Professional Development Coordinators (PDCs) and Educators in Residence (EiRs) who deliver professional development through a coaching and modeling in addition to initial training sessions.[endnoteRef:17] [16:  Mississippi Department of Education. (n.d.) Policies and Procedures. https://www.mdek12.org/OSE/PP#:~:text=The%20procedures%20for%20implementation%20of,under%20the%20Individuals%20with%20Disabilities. ]  [17:  U.S. Department of Education. (2021,February 1). State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report: Part B for State Formula Grant Programs under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act for Reporting on FFY 2019 Mississippi. https://sites.ed.gov/idea/spp-apr-letters.  ] 

The state’s Part B 619 Coordinator, Candice Taylor, singlehandedly provides this early childhood-specific professional development and technical assistance. She has helped organize trainings in conjunction with childcare and school districts, professional development for school administrators new to early childhood and special education, and a monthly community of practice focused on early childhood special education.[endnoteRef:18] She also provides training on federal reporting requirements specific to early childhood special education, include a new process Mississippi began in 2021 for reporting on the outcomes of children in ECSE.[endnoteRef:19][endnoteRef:20] [18:  Candice Taylor, personal communication, November 2, 2021.]  [19:  Candice Taylor, personal communication, April 21, 2022.]  [20:  Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center. (n.d.). Child Outcomes Summary (COS) Process.  https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cos.asp. ] 

Monitoring & Accountability:
The federal government monitors the state’s Part B program and if it is implementing the requirements of IDEA for children ages three through twenty-one. The indicators that pertain specifically to early childhood special education services that the federal government monitors are listed below. Based on these indicators and those pertaining to the entire three through twenty-one special education population, Mississippi has been designated by the federal government as needing assistance to implement the requirements of IDEA from 2017-2021.
· Preschool Environments, or the percent of children ages three through five with IEPs attending a regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of their services in that program versus those who receive their services in a separate class, school or facility.
· Preschool Outcomes, or the percent of children ages three through five who improve their positive social-emotional skills, acquisition and use of knowledge and skills, and use of appropriate behavior to meet their needs.
· Early Childhood Transition, or the percent of children referred by Part C prior to age 3, who are found eligible for Part B, and who have an IEP developed and implemented by their third birthdays. [endnoteRef:21] [21:  U.S. Department of Education. State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report: Part B. ] 


Using these indicators, MDE also monitors its local school districts and issues determination letters for each school district rating them on their implementation of the requirements of IDEA.[endnoteRef:22] [22:  Mississippi Department of Education. (n.d.). Special Education Performance Determination Report. https://www.mdek12.org/OSE/SPP-APR/Special-Education-Performance-Determination-Report.  ] 

Data & Data Systems:
Mississippi manages its Part B 619 data in the Mississippi Student Information System (MSIS).[endnoteRef:23] This system is used to collect data on the indicators that the Mississippi Department of Education reports to the federal government as well as for school districts to report those indicators to MDE. Currently, MSIS is being overhauled to be capture more data, be more user-friendly, and link to other key data systems.[endnoteRef:24] Unfortunately, this data system is currently not linked to the Mississippi Infant-Toddler Intervention (MITI) data system, which is used by the First Steps Early Intervention Program.[endnoteRef:25]  [23:  U.S. Department of Education. State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report: Part B.]  [24:  Candice Taylor, personal communication, April 27, 2022. ]  [25:  Candice Taylor, personal communication, November 2, 2021.] 

Data Visualizations:
· Racial/Ethnic Identities & English Learner (EL) Status of Children Ages 3-5 in Early Childhood Special Education, Fall 2020[endnoteRef:26] [26:  U.S. Department of Education. IDEA Section 618 Data Products: Static Tables.] 

· 0.1% (4) American Indian or Alaska Native
· 0.87% (34) Asian
· 35.9% (1,405) Black or African American 
· 3.07% (120) Hispanic/Latino
· 0.08% (3) Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
· 4.16% (163) Two or More Races
· 55.83% (2,185) White
· 0.18% (7) children with disabilities who are English Learners
· 99.82% (3,907) children with disabilities who are non-ELs
· Educational Environments in which Children Received their Early Childhood Special Education Services, Fall 2020[endnoteRef:27] [27:  U.S. Department of Education. IDEA Section 618 Data Products: Static Tables.] 

· 45.04% (1,763) attend a regular early childhood program with typically developing peers and receive the majority of services in that location
· 14.36% (562) attend a regular early childhood program with typically developing peers and receive the majority of services in some other location
· 0.95% (37) home 
· 0.03% (1) residential facility
· 24.94% (976) separate class or separate school
· 14.69% (575) service provider location
· Ages of Children in Early Childhood Special Education as a Percentage of the 3–5-Year-Old Population, Fall 2020[endnoteRef:28] [28:  U.S. Department of Education. IDEA Section 618 Data Products: Static Tables.] 

· Age 3: 2.59%
· Age 4: 6.18%
· Age 5: 9.89%



